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SCARLET LETTER HEROINE WHO INSPIRED HAWTHORNE
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Romance farid Tragedy of Elizabeth Wharton Who a
Hester Prynne Still Wears the Famous
Her Breast in the Gallery of Immortal Womefiwh
Have Fallen and Risen to Fame

By MARY C CRAWFORD yj

Letter n

i I HIS tumble stone In mem
i ory of Elizabeth Wharton

is inscribed by her weeping
I friends to whom she endeared

herself by heruncbmmon tender-
ness and affeeHion Endowed with

i superior genius and accomplish-
ments she as still more endeared
by her and benevolence

veil over her
frailties great was her char
ity to others She sustained the
last painful scene far from
friend and exhibited an example
of calm resignation Her depart

I ure Was on the 25th of July A
D 1788 irf the thirtyseventh year

J of her age and the tears of stran-
gers watered her grave

8 j lion have withstood the cor-

roding touch of time on a
stone which marks the Srlerit

the most famous ana powerful of his
romances The Scarlet Letter Her
life was a romance of

ajhCrgteVs so far as they are
legible wise made up of mystery
sorrow and final tragedy She died un-
known as she had lived A half cen
tury passed and then Haw
thorne Since then in the guise of
Hester Prynne hag Worn the scar
let letter

upon her Jn the gallery 6f im
mortal women who have fallen and
risen to

Elizabeth known
as Eliza Wharton was born in Hart
ford Conn one hundred and fifty
years ago Her father was the Rev
Elnathan Whitman a graduate o4
Yale and minister of the Second

She was exceptionally well
t nd that she possessed in marked de-

e a fine poetic talent some verses
eh left after her death clearly
shjw Eliza Wharton was a flower of
fine Revolutionary New Englandruth
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lessly trampled upon by a fate ttshfofi
has visited few other women so
harshly

Her first lover was Rev Joseph
Howe a minister like her father and-
a young man of talent and piety who
had been driven by the outbreak of
the Revolution from his charge the
South Church then on Church Green
in Boston He found shelter in the
home of the Rev Mr Whitman and
proceeded at once to fall in
the beautiful Eliza Then because he
was ardent arid her father wished the
match quite as much as because she
herself cared for Howe the betrothal
was effected But always far from
strong the youth sickened and
soon the engagement was

Elfza tenderly carting for
hint until the ehd In one pf trie
poems in which she lan nts hejffatfe itp Hews
First froth arms a dying lover

torn
iln life it was my fate to mourn

But Inasmuch as had not given
to Howe the love that a strong
could have in her she did not
drown herself in tears

Quaint House of Life
A tutor at Yale College was fli ite

tenant in her quaint house of mef
too was a minister and his was
also Rev Joseph Buck
minster From among the crowd of
gallants paying her court while she
was on a visit to the family of the
president of Yale Eliza accepted
young Buckminster But h too
lacked the strength to me t the pas-
sion of his beautiful Tt is not
on record that she touched
by his wooing though she consented
for the sake of pleasing her family
to him

This match was especially urged be
cause the Revolution had created a
stringency in the money market
which made it very difficult forrDr
Whitman to support his large
on his meager income Besides girls
were expected to marry early in those
days and since no one whom Eliza
really loved had presented himself it
was felt by many that this was a-
very good chance for her to settle in
life
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cure that a new peer shall not trans
gress by taking anothers title In
the past they were much care

as a perusal of the pages jpf oily
work on the peerage will make plain
There are no less than five Lord
Howard four Lords Grey three each
of Lords Boyle Bruce Douglas Hay
Herbert Hill arid Montagu There is
a Duke of Hamilton and a
Hamilton an Earl of Amherst and a
Baron Amherst i

There ate four Stuarts or Stewart
an Earldom of LisndafT and a

with the same designation but
spelt with a double L

The Bethune family title is the Earl
dom of Lindsay the head of the
Bertie Is the Earl of Lindsay

Such instances might be multiplied
to fill a page of this paper

Equally puzzling Is the great variety-

of subsidiary titles borne by the
greater peers

Foremost In this respect comes the
Duke of Atholl who possesses no
fewer than twentytwo Inferior desig
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strenuous nature of the girl did not
counsel the match and while Eliza
was herself discussing the matter
with one whom tradition says was
her cousin Judge Edwards himself
married in the arbor of her garden
Buckmlfster surprised the pair and
in a jealous fury broke the engage

Departed to settle over a
churciTin Portsmouth N H

A Tragic Episode
Despite this cruel and unjust de

sertion on the part of her lover Eliza
continued a brave cheerful woman
She paeaed the bloom of her youth In
pleasant and often charitable and
helpful Intercourse with her friends
and beloved of them all Though
twice cheated of marriage she re
mained heart whole and fancy free
it appears

The tragedy of her life came In
years These years are a sealed

took that many have vainly attempt
d to publish No special charity has

marked any of these attempts One
old novel called The Coquette first
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The Duke of Argyll has seventeen
the Duke of Hamilton sixteen the
Duke of Buccleugh has fifteen North
umberlands duke possesses thirteen
Abercorn a round dozen Montrose has
ten and the Duke of Beaufort nine

Several marquises and carls
equally well provided the Marquess of
Bute for instance beIng the proud
possessor of fifteen while the mar-
quises of Hunty Lansdowne and
Lothian own eleven apiece There
are In all more than eight hundred

buried titles
Even more strange Is the fact that a

peer can and often does hold more
than one title of a similar value

The Duke of Richmond Is four times-
a duke and not only that but three
of his titles are of th United King

ate
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published in 1SOO claimed to relate
the true story of her life and on the
strength of the claim ran through
many editions soon after its publica
tion New Englanders of the day
were intensely curious to know about
Eliza Wharton and Mistress Hannah

the author of the spurious fic
tion cleverly claimed to be a cousin
ff the woman who had
died some twelve years beforfe and
gave it out that she had come into the
possession of many papers shedding
light upon the mystery

The Coquette version has it thatEliza had fallen to the pas
sion of her cousin Judge Plerrepont
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his father as Duke or Richmond and
Lennox and in 1876 the Dukedom of
Gordon was revived in his favor He
Is also dAubigny in the peerage
of France

To the Duke of Abercorn belongs
the unique record of holding an Eng
lish an Irish a Scotch and a French
dukedom simultaneously

There was some talk recently of
giving the Duke of Fife the extra title
of Duke of Inverness but as was
pointed out at the time such a crea-
tion would have no significance

for the Duke of Fife would in
any case take precedence of
Inverness For another thing It la
more than doubtful whether as the
husband of the eldest daughter of the
reigning King the Duke of Fife Is not
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Edwards Its charitable author places
j the worst possible construction upon
site jealousy of Buckminster

Faithful Unto Death
According to what seems the

statement of much later
writer Hdwevcr Eliza Wharton was
faithful unto Furthermore
scys one authority her relations to
Judge Edwards were quite proper and
there was no ground whatever for
jealousy on the part affianced
Thfe authority asserts that Eliza
Wharton was married that in her
eying days the poetess showed no
sense whatever of guilt and insisted
that at her death her Wedding ring
should be buried with her But this
statement was made fifty years after
her death and subsequent to the pub
Hcatioii of the Hawthorne romance

So if The Coquette did not show
on its face that it was inaccurate one
would Incline to Its story rather than
the other since it was written while
the facts of the case were in the minds

trust-
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cial remainder recently granted
his Grfece and this it is contended
makes him a double duke Some of
the most serious of peerage problems
are caused by the neglect of past

to keep accurate records of
the various branches of familiis

Consequently when the older line
of some ancient titled family dies out
the title remains in abeyance because
there Is no way of ascertaining to
whom It really belongs

Such is the case with the Earldom-
of Norfolk a title which the Duke of
Norfolk at present includes among
his subsidiary It Is claimed by
Lord Mowbray The original earl
dom was created by Edward IL but
fell Into abeyance and In 1614 was
granted by Charles I to an ancestor

I
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Herbscure Grave in Quaint fcfew England frarchyard
vaf Salem Many Features of the WcJrrld Famous

Romance Were Taken from Real Life He Woman
Who Is Signal Warning to Sinners

of many and the Wharton family
never by word or deed repudiated its
statements But the tragic sequel ol
her life probably disheartened her
kinsfolk and inasmuch as they hajJ
been financially unfortunate it is not
so strange that they lacked the dour
age to deny the cruel allegations
That the story of the marriage
never verified nor the certificate ever
brought to light is an indisputable
fact AuB without genius
might have written The Coquette

A Salem Romance
The authentic part of the story

opens on a bright June day in 1788

which brought fo the old Bell Tavern
In Peabody a Salem suburb a
woman who registered as Mrs Wal-
ker and said would await her hus-

band said he was coming in aj 3
few days She wore a wedding ring
and both received and posted letters
to her presumable

Gentle and graceful In all that she
did she was soon the admired of allj
admirers In the little village
would sit at the south window of her
chamber apparently watching fot
some one who never came and the
long hours of the languorous Summer
days were Whiled sway with the gui
tar and the needle
of that wondrous skill In sewing
which Hawthorne makes one of the
attributes of Hester Prynne the lady
certainly possesses This skill In
needlework together with Tier pleas-
ing ways soon made the strange lady
a favorite with the women of the
town and though they were of the
strict type and faith
they sympathized with her as she
fashioned dainty little garments and
kept forever locked in her heart what-
ever tale she might have told

The Last Rites
One day Eliza wrote with chalk the

letters E W before the door but
these by some children
during the afternoon At dusk a
soldierly looking man rode by studied
the dbor and failing to note the
erased chalk marks passed on
as she saw him pass was heard to cry
out something and then she fainted i

Soon afterward she died She was
burled by the villagers the funeral
being the largest that had ever oc
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It now appears very doubtful
whether this gentleman was entitled
to the honor Yet once the
has granted a dignity It cannot bf-

tresnxnted anyone else If how
ever Lord Mowbray can prove his
succession in the elder line to the
original earldom he cannot be pre-

vented from assuming the title and
the result will be that there will
two Earls of Norfolk In the peerage
The Lord Chancellor himself took this
view of the case

As for baronetcies at present set
down as extinct it is probable that
nearly all of them could be legally
claimed could their claimants only
prove their descent There are

one hundred and fifty and two
hundred such cases

The baronetcy of Baillie of Loehend
is one of these Another belongs to
the family of Burton of Stackerston
The fourth of the line got trouble
and was transported No has
since claimed the title
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eurred in Skin A few weeks
her dettth an unknown erected
a anfit ne fihtT grayo
bering Ute inscription noted

Today barely six Inches of the
Weatherbeaten stone remains to be
seen in the old Peabody cemetery of
Salem

A subsequent exkmfifetten of her
papers effects ftrtWfi tHrow

light upon the mjpfJjIcjMjer her
Jffft One letter said t Wi eJ0be
originally was found and jrab-
lished in the Maseachtiaetts Sentinel
of September 30 17S8 This letter fol
lows

Must I die atone Shalt I never
see you more I know that will
come but you will eeme tee late
This is I fear my test eSfrriHt write
or do anything but weep Why did
you leave me in ao munch distress
But I wJH not r jro 9to yoik Kay

you some to find me If I die
and you renumber me 0eea kMtaiiy
we may yet meet agaiii

A fragment from her poems written
in the Peabody Tavern is
swan song i

0 Thou for whose dear sake I Ifefcr
A doom so dreadful so
May happy fates thy footsteps fpWe
And oer thy peaceful home pnesMe

in Art

It was while Hawthorne then sur-
veyor of the port of S tem was en-

deavoring In the of the long
tiroebme days of work tfr mnstar the
inspiration of a great that
the Ides of embodying the Eliza
Wharton story In his book came to
him At that time lS4t the tradi-
tion was still alive in the public mind
as a scarlet memory Hawthorne
knew as did every Salemlte of the
ancient punishment for waywardness

the wearing o scarlet letter A
upon the breast Many times ac
cording the colonial recoj ig to
which he had aceess this lied
been carried out

Having drawn upon the every day
life of the custom house for hie in
troductory chapter Hawthorne
upon the beautiful and unfortunate
life of Eltxa Wharton to embalm in

ambered art A
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HISTORY OF THE TRIPLE DUKESSOME OF THE PUZZLES OF THE BRITISH PEERAGE
OTHING i more puzzling to

the uninitiated than the
of British peerage as

At present lettmWIshed Many titles
have become extinct many more are
dormant are owned as subsid-
iary titles by living noblemen In-

deed it is quite difficult for a person
nfwly raised to tire peerage te find a
designation to which he lay

lain tsar of treading on the
tors of Om plder dignitary

There only Seven counties In
Ergland which are iinapmaprfcUftd as
tttka Doa gives these a
Gloucester Imphire Middlesex

Oxford and Shropahire
There are also half a dozen large
town IncIttSinc London Liverpool
Plymouth and Brighton which might
be u fd as designations by new peers

are nine Scotch counties
Irish and two Welsh which have no
plate in the peerage while the I lea
cf Thanet and Wight are in the same
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it Would Take a Hoyle on Titles to Distinguish Between the
Various Dukes and Earls of the Empire and Then He

1 Would Be Excusable if Mistakes Were Made

i

6

Duddtostene f Bristol nave va fei a-

In similar fashion last owner
of the litter baronetcy Is te live
been a laborer living at BaalHiry to
Oxfordshire The to m wy tk r
similar titles are to be found fat the
Colonies and in the United Stattea
whiner their ancestors emigrfcted
generations

iRaffoay Traveling in Jtojxtn

When a Japanese lady enters

her tiny
and then aits defeutrtly with l ejr fi t
doubled beneath her A mot later
she lights a cferarett or H r ttfctie
pipe which Hokte just tobacco
to produce two good whiffs of amofcc

All Japanese people aft with their
feet upon the of the ear and
not as Amerlciuag do When the deft
collector attired in a uotfocn
enters the ear remove has c
And two bows polItely repaatg

boYS as he cornea to eaeK pats
stinger tc collect the tickets from
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